


RACHMANINOEFF VESPERS

Tackling a piece that has been capably performed and recorded by many world-class ensembles requires a healthy dose of both humility and
insanity. I never would have imagined programming this piece for Skylark's had it not played such a pivotal role in my own life in late 2014.
Rather than write lengthy program notes (those who are keen on that hopefully attended the pre-concert talk!) I thought it would be more
meaningful to share our story.

(Written November 20, 2014)

Carolyn and I have always loved the Robert Shaw recording of the Rachmaninoff Vespers. It was a favorite of her family for drives to Deer
Isle, Maine when she was a child, and I've always played it when I wanted to just sit and "be" surrounded by something beautiful. Yesterday,
it took on a whole new meaning for our family.

We had our portable speaker with us in the delivery room at Piedmont Hospital yesterday, and at some point during the day, we clicked over
to the Shaw Vespers recording on the iPod, looking for something calming.

The delivery did not go "as planned." (I'm sure they never do.) After ten hours of stressful rigmarole, there came a time when something
drastic needed to be done to help dear baby and dear Carolyn finish the task at hand. Suddenly, as if out of nowhere, there were ten people
in our room, and the order was "We're going to the OR, stat!" The whirlwind of activity left the room in under a minute. I gave Carolyn a
quick kiss goodbye and watched them leave.

Suddenly, I was alone with a nurse-in-training. The sense of emptiness in the room was palpable, my sense of disoriented confusion its
highest ever. On the counter in the corner, the beautiful choir in France continued to sing.

After being told that I would not be able to go with Carolyn, because the procedure was an emergency and needed to happen so quickly that
she would require general anesthesia, I gathered the suitcases, the shoes, the snacks, the clothes, and the speaker, and walked some distance
I'll never recall to a descriptionless recovery room where I was to wait.

The speaker kept singing on the walk. When we arrived in the room, my companion asked someone "Do we need to turn this off?" "No,
it's fine, leave it on," was the response. It was only about 15 minutes, but it was the scariest time of my life. A non-praying man uttered some
prayers for his wife and child. And the choir sang on.

Little Harry was born at 7:17 p.m. When a nurse came to see me at 7:19 or so, the sixth movement, the Bogoroditse Dyevo, which is a setting
of Ave Maria that was sung at our wedding seven years ago, was coming to a close. It's a little over three minutes long. I surmised then that
the Ave Maria, a hymn to the miracle of birth (although a virgin one!) was playing at the moment that Harry and mom were rescued from
their ordeal.

I pressed pause to talk to the nurses who told me all was well, and who then darted to the operating room to take pictures of little Harry.

After a few frantic sobs, I regained my composure and pressed play again. The seventh movement started. Slava v vyshnikh Bogu..."Glory
to God on High, and on earth peace, goodwill towards men...open thou my lips, O Lord, and my mouth shall show forth thy praise.” Ten
minutes later, they brought Harry to our room. They ran his first tests, gave him a bath, and pronounced him in perfect health. I watched
alone, as Carolyn was still asleep from the surgery.

After his bath, they gave Harry an adorable blanket and a little hat, and handed him to me. We sat together and waited for Carolyn for thirty
minutes, just the two of us. Well, the two of us and a beautiful choir singing a beautiful piece...a meditation on beauty and the divine...a
vigil. In this case, it wasn't quite all-night. Bug, it filled the time between when Harry was born and when he met his mother for the first
time.

When they wheeled Carolyn in, the music was still playing. It had carried me through the most important hour of my life, and carried Harry
through the first hour of his.

Thank you, Mr. Rachmaninoff. Thank you, Mr. Shaw. Thank you, all the lovely people who were a part of that experience. It is changing
lives still today.

— Matthew Guard, Artistic Director
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TEXTS & TRANSLATIONS

1. [Tpunpure, moxnonnmcs (PRIIDITE, POKLONIMSYA) 1. O COME, LET US WORSHIP / PSALM 95:6
Amuns.  Amen. :
Ipunpure, noxnonumcs Llapesn namemy Bory. - Come, let us worship God, our King. . .
Ipunpure, moxaonumcs u npunagem Xpucry Llapesu namemy Bory.  Come, let us adore and bow down to Christ our God and King.
IpuupuTe, TOKIOHMMCS 1 npuIiageM camoMy Xpucry Hapesu u Bory namemy. - Come, let us adore and bow down to the same Christ the ng and our God
Ipunpure, noxnonumcs u npunagem Emy. - Come, let s aziore and bow down to Him. .

2. Barocnosn, gyme Most (BLAGOSLOVI, DUSHE MOYA) 2. PRAISE THE LORD; O MY SOUL / VERSES FROM PSALM 104
Amuns.  Amen. :
Bnarocnosu, pyme mos, Focrioga.  Bless the Lord, my soul. - - "

Bnarocnosemecu, locnionu. = Blessed are ¥ou, Lord. 2
Tocnopu Boxe moit, Bosenuauncsa ecu seno. O Lord my God, excéedin.glygrmt are You. -
Bo ncnioseganue u B Benenenory obnexncs ecu.s - You are clothed with honor and majesty. : .

Haropax cranyrsonst.  On the mountains water .smnds -
Husua gena Tsos, Tocmopin Your works are wonderfuL Lord.
TTocpene rop IPOAAYT BOREL. “In the midst of the mountains there will be water. -
Bes npemyppocruio corsopun ecu.  In Your wisdom, You bave created all. Bt = 25
Cnasa Tu, Tocniogu, corsopusmemy sea.  Glory ro You, Lord, who created fye#ytbing

3. Brasken My> (BLAZHEN MUZH) 3. BLESSED IS THE MAN / VERSES FROM PSALMS 1-3 =
BrajkeH My>K, FoKe He Mjje Ha COBET HEUECTHUBBIX. AUy ua. Blessed. is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked. “Alleluia.
ko Bects [OCTIONb Iy Th [paBeHBIX, U Ty Th HEYeCTUBBIX OTHOHeT. Anmunyiiua. - The Lord knows the way lgﬁhe mghtz’om, and the way of the wicked will perish. Alleluia,
Paboraiite Tocriopesu co crpaxom u pagyiirecs Emy ¢ rpenierom. Amnmnnyiina. — Serve the Lord with fear and re]ozce in Hint with trembling. Allelma"
Bnasxenu Ben Hageommucsa Haus, Anftunyitua.  Blessed is be who puts his trust in Him. Alleluia. 3
Bockpecun, Tocriopu, ciacu ms, boxxe moit. Annunyiina.  Arise, Lord, save me, my God. Alleluia.
TocroaHe ecTh criaceHue v Ha Jmofiex 1Boux 6narocnosenue Tsoe. Annunyitna.  The Lord is the savior of the people of His blessing. Alleluia.
Cnasa Oruy u Ceiny u Cesitomy Jlyxy, - Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
¥ HBIHE U IIPUCHO U BO BEKY BeKOB. AMUHb.  now and ever and forever more. Amen.

Annunyitna. Cnasa Tebe, Boxxe.  Alleluia. Glory to You, God.

4. CBeTe TMXMit (SVETE TIKHIY) 4. GLADSOME LIGHT / CHRISTIAN HYMN, THIRD CENTURY
Caere Tuxuii, cBatbis cnasbl Bescmeprraro Otua HeGecnaro,  Gentle light, immortal glory of our boly Father in heaven,
Casraro, Bnasxennaro, Mucyce Xpucre!  Holy, blessed, Jesus Christ!
Ipumenme Ha sanay consua, 1 hose who come from the sunset,
BUJICBILE CBET BeYepHUIL.  have seen the evening light.
CaeTe TUXUIA, CBATBLA CIABbI JOCTOMH eCH 1eT ObiTh rackl npenogobusimu, — Gentle light, holy glory, worthy to be sung by undefiled voices.
CaeTe TUXUIA, CBATBLA CIABbI JOCTOMH ecH BO Bcs BpemeHa,  Gentle light, boly glory, You are worthy at all times,
Coiae Bosxuit, sxusor gasit: ~ Son of God, who gives life:
Temoke Mup T cnasut.  the whole world glorifies You.
IToem Orua, Coina u Cesraro Jyxa, Bora.  Sing to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, God.

S- Hpyine 0Tr1y1.uaeu.1H (NINE OTPUSHCHAYESHI) 5. NOW, LET YOUR SERVANT DEPART IN PEACE / NUNC DIMITTIS
Hbuine ornymaemu paba Toero,  Now let Your servant depart in peace,
Bunagpiko, mo rnarony Teoemy, c mupom; — Lord, by Your word;
KO BUJieCTa 04y Mou ciacenue TBoe, My eyes have seen Your salvation,
exe ecu yrorosan,  Which You have prepared,
npep nunem Beex mogelt,  In view of all the people,
CBeT BO OTKpOBeHue s3bIK0B A light revealed to all tongues
u cnasy mogeit Teoux Mspauns.  and o the glory of Your people, Israel.

6. boropopuue [leBo, pagyiicst (BOGORODITSE DYEVO, RADUISYA) 6. AVE MARIA / ORTHODOX PRAYER
Boropopuue [leso, papyiicsi,  Rejoice, virgin mother of God,
GuarogarHas Mapue, Tocniogs cTo6ow.  Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you.
Brarocnosena el BoxeHax,  Blessed are you among women,
u BJ1aroCIIoBeH 1o upeBa TBoero,  and blessed is the fruit of your womb,
sxo Criaca poguia ecu gyw Hamux.  for you have borne the Savior of our souls.



7. lecroncanmue (SLAVA V VISHNIKH BOGU)

Cnapa B Bermuux bory, u Ha semmu mup,

B YesoBellex bIarompaecHme.

Tocnopu, ycrue 1\:01/1 OTBepaeIIH,

- H yCT4 MOSI BOSBECTAT XBany TBOIO.

8. XBanute umsa locnogse (KHVALITE IMYA GOSPODNE)
Xsajute umsa [ocnopue. Anm/myﬁna.

- Xmamure, pabu, [ocmopa.
Bnarocnosen I'ocriogs ot Cuona,
sxusbIi Bo Mepycanume.

e Hcnosepayiteca [ocnogesu, axo brar.
Ax® B Bex Mmunocts Epo.

Anmanyitna Mcnosegatitecs bory Hebecuomy.

,Annunyﬁ@a, ANTUNyina.

9. brarocnosen ecu, focnoau (BLAGOSLOVEN YESI, GOSPODI)
- Bnarocnose;x ecu, locnopu, Hayum Msa onpasgaauem TBouM.
Awnrensckuit cobop yansu cs;3ps Tebe B MepTBBIX BMCHMBIIACS,

L cMepTHYIo xe, Crace, ernoc?b pasopusma,

> 1 ¢ c06010 Aama BO3ABUIIIA M OT a4HA BCSA CBOOO>M IIA.
Bnarocn.(_)BeH ecu, Focmopu, Hayum ma onpaBanuem TBOUM.
= ITouTo MMpa ¢ MUTOCTUBHBIMH CIE3AMM, O YIEHHIBI PACTBOPAETE?
= i g BJII/ICT&}}"H:IC}I BO Tpobe, AHren me:
BHTE BbI rpob wypasymerire: Crac 60 Bockpe ot rpoba.
*Bnarocnosen ecu, Tocmop®, Hay4u M onpaspanreM TBouMm.
deno paHo MHpouocimbI Tedaxy KO IPEfCTa K HUM AHren u pede:
. PBIJAHUS BPEMS IIPECTA, HE ITATHTE BOCKPECEHHE XKE AIIOCTONOM PIIBITE.
brnarocnosen ecu, Tocropu, Hayuu Msa onpasganueM TBOUM.
MupPOHOCHIIBI XKEHbI, C MHPbI IPUIIEIIMA KO rp06y TBoeMy Crace, priaxy.
AHTreNn ek HUM Iede, IPATOoIIA: YTO C MEPTBBIMU YKHUBATO TIOMBIIIIA €TE?
SAxo bor 60 Bockpece 0T rpoba.

Cnapa Oty u Ceiny u Cearomy Jyxy. IToxnonumcsa Otiy u Ero Ceinoswu,
u Caromy [Jlyxy, Cearit TBoHIie BO €ITHOM CyILIECTBE,

¢ cepaguMMU 30BYyIIE: CBAT, CBAT, CBAT eCH, [ocmopu.

V1 HUHE ¥ IPUCHO U BO BEKU BEKOB. AMUHbB.

Kusuopgasua posxpgmm, rpexa, Jleso, Apama usbasua ecu.

Papocts ke Ese B mevanu mecto nogana ecu;

ITa [ IIK A JKe OT XXMB3HU K Cell HallpaBH,

us Tebe Bonnotussiiicsa bor u uenosexk.

Annunyitna, cnasa Tebe, Boxe.

10. Bockpecerye Xpucroso Bupeiue (VOSKRESENIYE KHRISTOVO VIDEVSHE)
Bocxpecenue Xpucroso BupesIe,

noknonumcs Cearomy Tocogy Mucy, Enuaomy Gesrpemnomy.
Kpecry TBoemy moxmansemcs, Xpucre,

U CBATOE BOCKpeceHue TBOE ITOeM U CTaBHM:

Tr1 60 ecu Bor Haml, passe Tebe MHOTO He 3HAEM,

Mmsa Toe umenyeMm.

Ilpungyre, Bcu BepHUH,

IToxnonumcs Caromy XpUCTOBY BOCKPECEHHUIO:

ce 60 mpUpAE KPECTOM aZOCTh BCEMY MUDY, PaJOCTh;

Bcerya 6narocnossame [ocnoaa.

noem Bockpecerue Ero: pacmsarue 60 nperepres,

CMEPTHUIO CMEPTH PA3PYIIH.

1. Bennuaur gyma Mos Tocnoga (VELICHIT DUSHA MOYA GOSPODA)
Benuruur Jlyma Mos I'ocnona,

n BospagoBaca gyx Moii o bose Ciace Moem.

Yecrreimyio Xepysum u cnaBHeimyio 6es cpasuenns Cepadum,

6e3 ucrnenns bora Crosa posxxpuryio,

cymyio boropogurty, Ta Benuuaem.

SAxo npuspe Ha cmupenue paber Ceoes,

. Blessed be the Lord out of Zion,

7. GLORY BE TO GOD / LUKE 2.:14; PSALM SL:I§
Glory to God in the bighest, and on earth peace,
good will to men.

Lord, open my lips, =

and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

8. PRAISE BE THE NAME OF THE LORD / VERSES FROM PSALMS 135-136
Praise the name of the Lord. Alleluia.
Praise, Rabbi, Lord.

who inhabits Jerusalem.

Give praise unto the Lord, as a blessing.
As in the age of His grace.

Alleluia to the God of heaven.
Alleluia, alleluia.

9. BLESSED BE THE LORD / ORTHODOX HYMNS

Blessed are You, Lord, teach me Your righteousness.

The Angel host was astonished, when they saw you among the dead,

yet you destroyed its power, Savior;

and you yourself delivered Adam and braitght us freedom from hell.
Blessed are You, Lord, teach me Your righteousness.

Why do you mix sweet-smelling ointment with tears, young women?
Shining from the grave, the Angel spoke:

you see the tomb and now understand: the Savior is risen from the grave.
Blessed are You, Lord, teach me Your righteousness.

Very early the women carrying myrrh were met by an angel, who said: your
crying is over, tell the apostles what you have seen.

Blessed are You, Lord, teach me Your righteousness.

When the women with spices came to your tomb, they cried;

but the angel said to them, why do you look for the living among the dead?
For God has raised Him from the dead.

Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holj} Spirit. Worship the Father
and His Son, and the Holy Spirit, Holy Trinity three in one,

as proclaimed by the seraphim:

Holy, boly, boly Lord, now and forever and ever. Amen.

Holy virgin, gave life to the one who saved Adam from sin.

You gave joy to Eve instead of sorrow.

Those who have fallen from life you showed righteousness,

from You, incarnate God and man. /

Alleluia, Glory to You, God.

10. THE VENERATION OF THE CROSS / ORTHODOX HYMN
Having bebeld the resurrection of Christ,

we worship the holy Lord Jesus, like us but sinless.
We wombip your cross, Christ,

and your holy resurrection we sing and glorify:
You are our God, even if we don’t know

how to name Your name.

Come, you faithful,

bow to the holy resurrection:

through the cross bas come joy to the whole world;
bless the Lord always!

Sing His resurrection, He endured crucifixion,

died o destroy death.

II. MY SOUL EXALTS THE LORD/ MAGNIFICAT

My soul exalts the Lord,

and my spirit rejoices in my Savior God.

More holy than the Cherubim, and more glorious than the incomparable Seraphim,
God who gave birth to the Word without corruption,

true Mother of God, we magnify you.

You have shone on your humble servant,



see, L will be called blessed by all generations.
He who is mighty has done great things for me, and his name

You have done great things for me, and holy is His Name,
and His mercy is from generation to genemtzan 0 thos
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robefy faje HaM U BEJIMIO MHUTIOCTb.

14. Bockpec us rpo6a (VOSKRES 1Z GROBA)
Bockpec ua rpoba u yssi pacrepsan ecu aga,
paspymun ecu ocyxpaeHme cmepTy, [ocmop,
BCS OT CETeM Bpara 130aBUBLI;

sBuBbIi sxe Cebe amocTonoM TBouM,

I10C71aJ1 €CH 5 Ha IPOIIOBEHb,

-1 Temu Mup TBOJT IIOfAT €CH BCETICHHENH,
egquHe MHOroMunocTuse.

15. B3bpannoit BoeBojie (VZBRANNOY VOYEVODE)
Bsbpanuoit BoeBoge nobeuTenbHAL,

SIKO M30aBIIBIIECA OT 3JIBIX,

GrarogapcrserHas Bociucyem Tu pabu Tsou, Boropopune;
HO SIKO HMYILas JEPIKaBY HEIOGEAUMYIO,

OT BCAKUX Hac beg cBoboau,

#a soBeM Tu: pajiyiics HEBECTO HEHEBECTHAS.

who &‘i‘ﬂrayéd dmth by His
and bm—gwe u

breaking the snare of the enemy.

Revealing thyself to thine Apostles,

thou didst send them forth to preach thy word,
granting thy peace through them to all the world.
O thou only all-merciful Lord Christ.

15. TO THE MOTHER OF GOD / ORTHODOX HYMN
Victorious triumphant leader,

who has saved us from evil,

thanksgiving hymns are sung by your servants, to You;
[yon] who have been given invincible power,
from our troubles deliver us,

we call to You: hail, bride-maiden.



ABOUT SKYLARK

n Atlanta and Boston, Skylark has b ‘anched out to perform its dynamlc programs in museums, concert halls,

ted Sta es/S(kylark made i ¢ its international debut in March 2018 at St. John’s Smith Square, London, as part

Holy Week Festival. The Times of London declared that Skylark was “the highlight” of the festival that included

‘chmrs, including The Tallis Scholar,slcll;gllgbony, Tenebrae, and the Gabrieli Consort Skylark’s most recent
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A not-for- profit entity with a passion for music edu%ﬂ{ylark performs educational outreach programs with high school and college

£ = students across the United States during its concert 1 S

ARTISTIC DIRECTION

Skylark Artistic Director MATTHEW GUARD is quickly earning a reputation as one of the most
innovative and thoughtful programmers in American choral music. Praised for his “catalyzing leadership”
(Q2/WQXR) and “musically creative and intellectually rich” programming (Opera Obsession), Matthew
is passionate about communicating something unique in each concert and recording. He scours the
world of available repertoire for each program, exhaustively researches each piece, and crafts concerts
and printed programs that captivate audiences with their hidden connections and seamless artistry. In
addition to his day- to-day leadership of Skylark and role as a conductor in concerts, Matthew is also an
active arranger and editor of scores, as he rarely finds programming ideas that will truly sing without at
least one piece specifically arranged or composed for the program.




ERIC ALATORRE

Soprano, SOPHIE AMELKIN’s recent solo appearances include Bach’s BWV 211 with Skal Chamber
Collective, guest recitalist at the University of Minnesota featuring music of Ladino and Sephardic cultures,
The Magdalene (Libby Larsen) at SongFest in Los Angeles. Recent and upcoming stage credits include Diana
(My Princess Diana) in New York City and Leah (The Dybbuk) at the Lensic Theater in Santa Fe, NM.
Sophie has appeared with the Santa Fe Desert Chorale, VocalEssence Ensemble Singers, Chorosynthesis,
The Thirteen, The Washington National Cathedral Choir, Brevitas, and the Twin Cities based ensemble
MPLS (imPulse). Sophie loves audiobooks(!) and spending time with Lucy (the sweetest beagle).

Praised by the press for her “lushness and delicacy,” LUTHIEN BRACKETT is in great demand as a
professional chorister and mezzo-soprano soloist. She has appeared with preeminent international vocal
ensembles including The Monteverdi Choir, I Fagiolini, The Choir of Trinity Wall Street, The Clarion
Society, and Seraphic Fire. Her recent solo appearances include engagements with the Yorkshire Bach
Soloists, Mark Morris Dance Group, and Washington Bach Consort. Her extensive discography includes
four GRAMM Y-nominated albums, most recently Alexander Kastalsky: Memory Eternal, with the Clarion
Choir. Luthien was named after an elf in J.R.R. Tolkien's legendarium. She lives in England.

JONAS BUDRIS

JOHN K. COX is currently Visiting Assistant Professor of Music at Reed College in Portland, Oregon
where he leads the Chorus and Collegium Musicum, as well as teaching courses in theory, performance
practice, and pre-modern music history. Dr. Cox holds degrees from Oberlin Conservatory, University of
Oregon, and a doctorate from the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana. A specialist in 16th and
17th century music, Dr. Cox’s recent work focuses on forgotten repertories of Italian sacred music dating
from the late seventeenth century. Outside of rehearsal or the library, he can be found hiking, biking, or
in a canoe.



PAUL D'ARCY

Soprano FIONA GILLESPIE is active as a soloist, and chamber and folk musician. Her band, The
Chivalrous Crickets, focuses on original and traditional music from America and the Celtic nations. Her
album of Scottish songs, “Wisps in the Dell”, with members of the Baroque band ACRONYM under
the name Makaris, releases October 2019, and her compositional debut, a folk-rock cantata of the ballad
Tam Lin, will premier in New York this January, with an album release Fall 2020. Based in Manhattan,
Fiona teaches voice and directs opera at Muhlenberg College. Fiona loves to visit natural history museums
wherever she goes.

Conductor, baritone, pianist, and arranger MATTHEW GOINZ enjoys an active, international musical
career. He has performed in celebrated venues around the world, commissioned and premiered new
works, and enjoyed collaborations with prominent artists of our day. Matthew has worked extensively
with Cantus, Skylark, True Concord, and the Santa Fe Desert Chorale, and is a baritone lay clerk at
Washington National Cathedral. He is pursuing his DMA in Choral Conducting at the University of
Maryland and makes his home in the Washington, DC area with his wife, soprano-actor Sophie Amelkin,
and Lucy, the sweetest beagle that ever was.

Mezzo-soprano CAROLYN GUARD is a founding member of Skylark. A life-long Episcopal church
musician, she began her musical studies with the Royal School of Church Music at age 6. After attending
the Eton Choral courses in the UK, Carolyn was a founding member of the Choral Fellow program in the
Memorial Church at Harvard University, and was a staff singer at The Cathedral of St. Philip in Atlanta.
Carolyn’s decidedly non-musical degrees are from Harvard College and Emory University. When not
singing or working on Babiators, you’ll find her at home with her four boys (Matthew, Harry, Arthur and
Baxter the dog).

Tenor ERIK GUSTAFSON is nationally active as an oratorio soloist and choral artist, and teaches voice
at University of the South in Sewanee, TN. Erik has collaborated on two GRAMMY® Award-winning
recordings with the Phoenix Chorale, and albums with Bach Collegium San Diego, Conspirare, True
Concord, Kinnara, Spire Chamber Ensemble, and Sounding Light. He performs regularly with Seraphic
Fire and Santa Fe Desert Chorale, and is a founder of Quadrivium. Past solo highlights include Bach’s St.
John Passion with Arizona Bach Festival, Handel’s Messiah with Tucson Symphony Orchestra, and Bach’s
Christmas Oratorio with Oregon Bach Festival. Erik is a connoisseur of craft beer.
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NATHAN HODGSON is a New York-based tenor specializing in early and chamber music. He sings
with the Bach Vespers at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and performs regularly with ensembles across the
nation. Recent performances include appearances with Ensemble VIII in Austin, TX and with Bricolage
Ensemble in a series of workshops and performances in San Juan, Puerto Rico. Before moving to New
York, Nathan sang in the Dallas area with the Orpheus Chamber Singers, Dallas Bach Society, and
Denton Bach Society. Nathan is an avid traveler but also loves spending time at home with his dog, Pippa.

CHRISTOPHER, Bass, is Skylark’s Director of Educational Outreach and in his sixth year as a core
member of the ensemble. He is a professional singer, conductor, and music educator, now beginning his
third year as the Head of Choral and Vocal Studies at Muhlenberg College in Allentown, Pennsylvania.
Christopher is regularly sought as guest conductor for high school festivals, and he has sung with a variety
of professional ensembles across the country, including Roomful of Teeth, South Dakota Chorale, Santa
Fe Desert Chorale, Kinnara, and Bach Vespers at Holy Trinity Lutheran of NYC. Cat-person, cook,
reader, traveler, and whiskey enthusiast.

ROBBIE JACOBS studied Music at King's College Cambridge, where he was the Senior Choral Scholar
under Stephen Cleobury, and holds a Master's in Choral Conducting from the Royal Academy of Music.
He has sung with Tenebrae, The Sixteen, and The Chapel Royal of St. Peter ad Vincula at the Tower of
London. As a conductor, he is the Co-Artistic Director of Reverie Choir, was the Acting Artistic Director
of the London Youth Choir, has worked extensively with the National Youth Choir of Great Britain,
and was the inaugural Conducting Scholar for Genesis Sixteen, under Harry Christophers and Eamonn
Dougan. He is currently Director of Artistic Programming for the Boston Children's Chorus.

HELEN KARLOSKI

ENRICO LAGASCA sings with the Choir of St. Ignatius Loyola, Bach Choir of Holy Trinity Lutheran,
Musica Sacra New York, Choir of Trinity Wall Street, and The Metropolitan Opera Extra Chorus in New
York, Santa Fe Desert Chorale, Conspirare, Ensemble VIII, Bach Collegium San Diego, and Seraphic Fire. His
performances include those with the New York Philharmonic, Orchestra of St. Luke's, Israel Philharmonic at
the Salzburg Festival, and Oregon Bach Festival, to name a few. He appears on recordings with the Philippine
Madrigal Singers, ACRONYM, Bach Choir of Holy Trinity, Trinity Wall Street, American Symphony, and
Santa Fe Desert Chorale. Enrico enjoys traveling & cooking and is a Social Media addict @enricolee.



Praised for her “otherworldly” singing, CLARE MCNAMARA engages audiences in wide variety of
repertoire throughout the United States and abroad. Ensemble affiliations include Lorelei, Cut Circle,
Handel + Haydn Society, and The Boston Camerata. As a soloist, Clare debuted at Boston’s Symphony
Hall in Handel+Haydn Society’s 2018 performance of Bach’s Mass in B minor (Harry Christophers);
she made her New York soloist debut alongside the St. Thomas Fifth Avenue Choir of Men and Boys
in their 2018 performance of Handel's Messiah (Daniel Hyde). Clare will happily accept your reading

recommendations, especially when it comes to science fiction. www.claremcnamara.com

Soprano SARAH MOYER's recent and upcoming solo work includes performances with Aspen Chamber
Symphony, Bourbon Baroque, Lost Dog New Music Ensemble, Emmanuel Music, Boston Modern Orchestra
Project, Mistral, and Les Bostonades. She has performed American premieres by Melani and Nergard, and
world premieres by Harbison, Kallembach, Theofanidis, and Runestad, among others. As a choral artist, she
appears with other GRAMMY® nominated groups Seraphic Fire, Conspirare, Clarion Music Society, True
Concord, as well as Santa Fe Desert Chorale, Lorelei Ensemble, The Thirteen, Spire, and Ensemble Origo.
She enjoys running triathlons with her husband, Skylark's #1 groupie, Josh. www.sopranosarahmoyer.com.

FOTINA NAUMENKO

ADRIAN PEACOCK
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MEGAN ROTH, mezzo-soprano enjoys a varied career performing opera, oratorio, and art song.
Recently she performed the role of Rosina in / barbiere di Siviglia with Summer Garden Opera, Meg
in Adamo’s Little Women with MASSOpera, and Handel’s Messiah with Rhode Island Civic Chorale.
As a choral artist, she performs regularly with renowned national ensembles including Skylark Vocal
Ensemble, Conspirare, True Concord, Yale Choral Artists, and The Thirteen. Megan is also the artistic
director of Calliope’s Call, a non-profit art song performance group. She enjoys reading, practicing yoga,
and hiking with her husband Adam and their rambunctious Boston Terrier, Moxie.

Boston-based soprano JANET STONE was recently soloist in Bach's Mass in B Minor, Handel’s
Messiah, and Britten's The Company of Heaven. She is a singer on staff and frequent soloist at Trinity
Church, Copley Square and also sings with Handel + Haydn Society and Cappella Clausura, with whom
she recently recorded Exultet Terra: Choral Music of Hilary Tann. Upcoming solo engagements include
Fauré’s Requiem and Bach’s Cantata 140: Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme. In her spare time, Janet continues
her quest to be a professional cat-lady. You can follow her feline friend on Instagram @obiewancatnobi.

Nashville, Tennessee-based soprano ALISSA RUTH SUVER enjoys performing a wide variety
of repertoire across the United States. She can be heard regularly with the Santa Fe Desert Chorale,
Conspirare, The Crossing, Kinnara, and True Concord, and her most recent solo credits include Handel's
Messiah, Bach's Mass in B minor, and Couperin's Legons de ténébres. In addition to her performance work,
Alissa is an active teacher and conductor; she is on faculty at Brentwood Academy, where she teaches
middle and upper school chorus. When she isn't singing, she can be found running, cooking, and enjoying
time at home with her husband.

Described as a “commanding” singer by a recent Boston Globe review, PETER WALKER performs
with the Handel + Haydn Society, Three Notch’d Road, Chapter House, GRAMMY-nominated Clarion
Society Choir, Kuhmo Kamarimusiiki, Staunton Music Festival, Early Music New York, Blue Heron,
Pomerium, Apollo's Fire, and Texas Early Music Project. Peter has lectured on early music at Vassar
College and the University of Virginia, and is a member of the schola cantorum at the Oratory of Saints
Cyril and Methodius. He holds degrees from Vassar College and McGill University, where he studied
with Drew Minter and Sanford Sylvan.

DANA WHITESIDE's solo appearances include concert, opera and recital. A product of Longy School
of Music, New England Conservatory and Tanglewood Music Center, he has received critical acclaim for
his voice of “noble clarity throughout powerful and resonant” (7he Washington Post). Recent highlights
include 7he Magic Flute with Boston Baroque; the role of Count Carl Magnus in Sondheim’s A Little Night
Music; Carmina Burana at Mechanics Hall; Verdi’s Requiem; and Sea Symphony at the Kennedy. Dana
holds a degree in economics and parlays his skills and interest organizational development as President of
the Board of Directors of Emmanuel Music.



2019-2020 SKYLARK SEASON

RACHMANINOEFF VESPERS

An Epic Collaboration with Renowned Basses Glenn Miller, Adrian Peacock, And Eric Alatorre

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2019 | 7 PM
Simon Center for the Arts | Falmouth MA

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2019 | 7 PM
St. Paul's Episcopal Church | Newburyport MA

BACH AND FORTH
with The Cape Symphony

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2019 | 7:30 PM

Performances at Barnstable Performing Arts Center | Barnstable MA

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2019 | 7 PM
Church of the Redeemer | Chestnut Hill MA

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27,2019 | 2 PM
St. Paul's Harvard Square | Cambridge MA

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2019 | 3 PM

Performances at Barnstable Performing Arts Center | Barnstable MA

*Note: These performances are ticketed by The Cape Symphony and are not available as part of the Skylark subscription package

A CENTURY OF CAROLS
Back by Popular Demand

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2019 | 6 PM
Simon Center for the Arts | Falmouth MA

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2019 | 6 PM
St. Christopher's Episcopal Church | Chatham MA

ONCE UPON A TIME
Skylark’s Debut Storytelling Album

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2020 | 7:30 PM
The Morgan Library and Museum | New York NY

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2020 | 7 PM
Church of the Redeemer | Chestnut Hill MA

SUB ROSA: SECRETS REVEALED

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 20197 PM
St. Paul's Episcopal Church | Newburyport MA

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2019 | 4 PM
First Parish Church | Weston MA

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2020 | 4 PM
St. Paul's Episcopal Church | Newburyport MA

Collaboration With Best-Selling Author Dan Brown and Composer Gregory W. Brown

TUESDAY, APRIL 21,2020 7 PM
Phillips Exeter Academy | Exeter NH

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 2020 | 7 PM
Simon Center for the Arts | Falmouth MA

THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2020 | 7 PM
Houghton Chapel | Wellesley MA

BECOME A SKYLARK SUBSCRIBER
Partial Subscriptions for the Remaining Season Available Today!

FRIDAY, APRIL 24,2020 | 7 PM
St. Paul's Episcopal Church | Newburyport MA

SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 2020 | 6 PM
Mahaiwe Center | Great Barrington MA

The only way to ensure seats for all the remaining performances this season is to become a Skylark subscriber today. Skylark subscribers also lock in
ticket prices at a 25% discount, avoid ticketing fees, do not need printed tickets, and benefit from our flexible exchange policy.

After our GRAMMY® nominations earlier this year, our subscriber base has grown by 300%+, and we expect a large number of our concerts to be sold

out.

Order forms are available at today’s concerts — see Skylark staff after the performance to join our subscriber family!
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SUPPORT SKYLARK

Even the best musical groups in America can only count on ticket sales to cover 50% of operating costs. We rely on your generous donations

to help us with the balance of our operating budget. As a supporter, you ensure that we continue to:

*  Provide career opportunities for the most talented ensemble singers in the U.S.

*  Offer educational workshops and opportunities for young singers

e Expand the reach of Skylark’s inspiring and engaging programming to audiences across the U.S. and the world

Skylark is a registered 501(c)(3) organization — gifts are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.

The names listed below reflect gifts received between July 1, 2018 and October 15, 2019. Every effort has been made to ensure the

accuracy of this list — please accept our sincere apologies for any mistakes or omissions.

Beth Anke

Scott Asher

Chuck Beaudrot

Margaret Becker & Russ Lemcke
Priscilla Bellairs

Robert & Suzanne Boas
Heidi Boas & Simon Peter Muyanja
Dorothy & Frank Bock
Bob & Martha Bowen
Catherine Boyle

Sheila Boyle

Patricia & Wayne Brantley
Terry Breidenbach

John Budris

Susan Carlisle

Rhona & John Carlton-Foss
Patricia Cass

Ed Celette

Mabel Chin

Peter Clark

Susan Cohan

Judy & Kiril Coonley
Glenn Cox

Cheryl Cunningham

Eloise & Earl Cunningham
Sunny Davidson

Peggy Davis

Jen Decker

Tom Dignes

Steve Dostart

Deborah & Bill Dougherty
Garrett Edel

Ralph Edwards

Janine Elliott

Nancy Erskine

Elaine Fiveash

Alison & Andrew Foster
Michael Goldberg

Timothy & Lynne Goslee
Bill Green & Antoinette Earley
Caitlin & Ryan Greene
Judy Guard

Matthew & Carolyn Guard
Terrie Harman & Tom McCarron
Morgan & Abigail Hays
Kurt Hellfach

Bonnie Hessler

Martha & James Higgins
Olivann Hobbie

Alan & Louise Hoblitzell

Judith Hoyt

Duggan & Erin Jensen
Joanne & Ralph Johnson
Molly Johnston & Tom Noonan
Jimmy & Jan Jones

Susan Joslin

Bill & Carolyn Kang
Katherine Kaufmann
Elizabeth Bowen Kempton
Joan Kirchner

Anna Kjoss

Beth & Jeff Kreidenweis
Alex Lang

Robin Lawson & Lynn Kettleson
Ronald Liebis

M. Duffany Builders

John & Denise MacKerron
Bruce & Teresa MacRae
Lillian MacRae

Rebecca MacRae

Alison Martin

Sherry Martin

Jameson & Maria Marvin
Leslie & Rick McCall

Mary McDonough

Andrew McLaren & Francie Irvine
Walter McLean

Jennifer McMullen

Carol McMullen & Sean Rush
Lyn & Michael McNaught
Nawrie Meigs-Brown

Lalise & Jerry Melillo

Mark & Virginia Meyer
Bobbie Miner

Maria Moniz

John & Maryellen Moreland
Susan Morse

Laurinda Morway

Justine Mullen

Ray Nied

Janet Parker

Nipam Patel

Otis & Amy Perry

Sherrill Pierce

Virginia Plexico

Ellen Prottas

Linda Ramsey

Nancy & Cary Rea

Robert & Betsy Reece

Fred & Karen Reichheld

Ellen Richstone
Marjorie & Michael Roache
Mary Dee & David Rooney
Shu Satoh
Andrew Scoglio
Miriam & Peter Selig
Linda & Joseph Senecal
Nancy Serotkin
Sin-Ming Shaw
Mary Sholkovitz
Rick & Jodi Simpson
Maria Soares
Murray & Hazel Somerville
St. Christopher's

Episcopal Church, Chatham
Laurie Steber & Dan Gltomer
John & Betsy Stegeman
John Stookey
Kerry Stubbs
Jacek & Margaret Sulanowski
Mary & Gerard Swope
Dorene Sykes
Christine & Paul Szal
Jamie & Tim Szal
Bruce & Sharon Taylor
Karen & Tom Tierney
Charles Tillen
Gisella Tillier
Evan & Lisa Toporek
Anne Tupper
Peter & Kate Van Demark
Anne & Forrest Verret-Speck
Katie & Dan Von Kohorn
Rick & Ginny von Rueden
Gary & Linda Walker
Hilary & John Ward
Nina Webber
Richard Webster & Bart Dahlstrom
Lynn Weigel
Dana Whiteside
Mary Williams
EB & Mary Beth Wilson
Janet Wilson
Perry & Niamey Wilson
Ray Wilson
Heather & Jim Wininger
Morgan Wolbe
Isabel Yoder
Carla & Vincent Zavorskas



SKYLARK ORGANIZATION

Matthew Guard | Artistic Director Christopher Jackson | Educational Outreach
Carolyn Guard | Executive Director Cory Klose | Marketing & Design
Sarah Moyer | Ensemble Manager Ben Perry | Choral Intern

ARTISTIC ADVISORY BOARD

Simon Carrington | Professor Emeritus, Yale University; Co-Founder, The King’s Singers
Pamela Elrod | Director of Choral Activities, Southern Methodist University
Vance George | Conductor Emeritus, San Francisco Symphony Chorus
Jameson Marvin | Director of Choral Activities, Harvard University (retired)
Geofrey Silver | Co-Founder, New York Polyphony

BRING SKYLARK HOME

"...gorgeous, evocative, and other-worldly..."
-Maggie Stapleton, Second Inversion

e NOMINATED FOR TWO 2019 GRAMMY AWARDS:

BEST CHORAL PERFORMANCE AND BEST IMMERSIVE AUDIO ALBUM

SEMEN Skylark’s newest release, Seven Words from the Cross, was released in March 2018, was described by Gramophone

Magazine as “passionate...cloquent...radiant...exquisite...ethereal...heartfelt...thrilling...stunning,” and charted at #2

’ on the Billboard Traditional Classical Chart. Conceived for Skylark's international debut Tenebrae's prestigious Holy

Week Festival in London, this highly original album progresses through the scriptural seven last words of Christ on

the Cross. This dramatic recording features uniquely American choral works and choral music from other regions of

the world, pairing the music of William Billings and the Sacred Harp with the music of contemporary composers

Anna Thorvaldsdottir and Jaakko Mintyjirvi.

Skylark’s first Christmas album, Winter’s Night, released in December 2017 to international acclaim, with singing

winter’s “of the highest standard for any area or any repertoire” (Classics Today). Winter’s Night was chosen as one of the top

*$,.  night

new classical Christmas albums by WFEMT Chicago, and charted at #7 on the Billboard Traditional Classical Chart,

closely behind Yo-Yo Ma and Placido Domingo. Praised by the BBC for its program, the recording features all seven

Shylark of Distler’s variations on the timeless Christmas hymn Es ist ein Ros entsprungen, interwoven with works that share

a historical or compositional connection to Distler’s, including music by Herbert Howells, Elizabeth Poston, John

Tavener, and Peter Warlock, as well as three world premiere recordings.

Skylark’s second commercial album, Crossing Over, was released in March 2016. Produced in collaboration with the
GRAMMY® Award-winning team from Sono Luminus, Crossing Over debuted at #4 on the Billboard Traditional
Classical Chart, reached #5 on the iTunes Classical Chart, and was the #1 New Release on Amazon Classical. In

Crossing Over, Skylark shares texts and compositions that depict the dream state at the end of life. Featuring unique

voices in choral composition from around the world, and including several world premiere recordings, Crossing Over

takes audiences on a musical and emotional journey that taps deeply into the human spirit.

Skylark’s debut album, Forgotten Dreams features inspiring, but seldom-heard, Romantic part-songs by Brahms,

at its romantic best, performing music the group truly loves.

Debussy, Saint-Saéns, and Holst. Released in the spring of 2014, it introduced Skylark to the world of recorded music



www.skylarkensemble.org | info@skylarkensemble.org



